SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 1 MAY 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign, and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.za while the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available. To download 
the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, or download Amateur 
Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 

VOTING FOR THE 2022 SARL AGM MOTIONS 

THE ZS-SOTA AUTUMN ACTIVITY DAY ON 2 MAY 
and 


THE 45TH INTERNATIONAL AMATEUR RADIO EXHIBITION IN 
FRIEDRICHSHAFEN 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
VOTING FOR THE 2022 SARL AGM MOTIONS 


Thank you to the SARL Members who have already cast their votes for the 2022 

SARL AGM motions. If you have not voted, there is still time until 23:59 CAT 

on Wednesday 4 May 2022. Visit www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx 
to vote for the six motions. You need to click on the box “I confirm that I have 

read and fully understand the Motions listed above” and then sign in with your 

call sign and password. The voting options are “Yes” or “No” or “Abstain.” 
Follow the instructions on the voting page and submit your vote. You will 
receive an e-mail confirming that you have voted. The process does not take 

long. 


RADIO ZS 75TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE 


The first issue of Radio ZS was published in July 1947 and the July 2022 issue 
of Radio ZS will be a special 75th Anniversary issue. SARL Members and Clubs 
are invited to submit articles for the July 2022 issue of Radio ZS! Be a part of 
this special issue! Send your article in MS Word, OpenOffice, or RTF — English 
(South Africa) or Afrikaans, Calibri 12 — to radiozsQsarl.org.za by Friday 17 
June 2022. To date, we have received no articles! 


THE ZS-SOTA AUTUMN ACTIVITY DAY ON 2 MAY 


The Autumn ZS SOTA Day will be held on Monday 2 May (a public holiday) 
and this is a fun day out in nature and not a competition. Each participant 
will receive an Autumn Day certificate whether you activated or chased those 
activating summits. For activators, it is fun to see if you can make summit-to- 
summit (S2S) contacts with other activators and how many chasers you can get 
in your log. The SARL News Team is aware of 6 summits that will be on the 
air on Monday. 


Please consider posting your activation times, so that chasers and other activa- 
tors will know that you are activating a summit and at what time they must 
listen out for you. If you are not on the SOTA/POTA WhatsApp group and 
wish to be added, please send a WhatsApp message to Sid on mobile 082 461 
3279. Please join the fun of activating a summit or chasing those who venture 
out. Get all the information on page 78 of the 2022 Blue Book. 


THE MAY 2022 ISSUE OF RADIO ZS 


The May 2022 issue of Radio ZS is available for download from the SARL web 
page. You will find the 2021 SARL Awards and Trophies and the 2021/2022 
SARL Annual Report in this issue. We ask the question, have we created a 
Monster and what is noise. Then we look at young radio amateurs that light up 
the air, the prepping for a balloon launch by the Jeugland ARC and a balloon 
launch by the Gloversville School club. There is a plan for a wind-up tape 
measure transformed into a portable ham antenna and a look at grounding and 
bonding systems. In the Museum Piece, we look at James Clerk Maxwell and his 
equations and the January 1926 issue of Radio. We visit the Cooper Lighthouse 
and more in this issue. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 


FRIEDRICHSHAFEN, GERMANY TO HOST THE 45TH INTERNATIONAL 
AMATEUR RADIO EXHIBITION 


After a 2-year break, amateur radio fans will reunite on Lake Constance 
in Friedrichshafen, Germany, from 24 to 26 June for HAM RADIO, the 
45th International Amateur Radio Exhibition. Planning for Europe’s largest 
amateur radio exhibition is underway, this year’s theme is “Seeing Friends 
Again.” While amateurs were able to stay connected during the COVID-19 
pandemic, Deutscher Amateur Radio Club (DARC) Chairman Christian 
Entsfellner, DL3MBG said, “This is exactly what we have been missing over 
the past 2 years.” He further explained, “Despite all the difficulties, this shows 
how valuable and helpful the amateur radio operator community is. It is 
high time for personal contact again, with due attention to the safety of each 
individual, of course.” More information on the 2022 HAM RADIO can be 
found at www.hamradio-friedrichshafen.com. 


CONTEST NEWS 


It is almost time to switch on your valve radios for the first leg of the AWA 
Valve QSO Party. The AM QSO Party is run on Saturday 7 May and the SSB 


QSO Party on Sunday 8 May with phone activity on 40 and 80 metres. 


On Wednesday 11 May, you need to get up early to make coffee to enjoy while 
you participate in the Early Morning Coffee QSO Party. The contest takes place 
on 40 and 80 metres. 


And on Sunday, 15 May, it is time for South Africa to work as many stations in 
the Northern Cape as possible during the ZS3 QSO Party. Get all the contest 
information in the 2022 Blue Book. 


Thirty logs were received for the Z54 QSO Party held on Sunday 17 April. The 
full set of results can be found in HF Happenings 993. 


1st Dennis, ZS4BS — 110 points 

2nd Christie, ZS4CGR - 99 points 
3rd Veronica, ZR6TVK/4 - 97 points 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that solar activity is expected to be at moder- 
ate levels. There are currently nine sunspots with simple to complex magnetic 
configurations visible. There is a high probability for C-class and medium prob- 
ability for M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, 
the expected effective sunspot number for the week will be around 45. The 10 
to 30 m bands will, especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. For 
more information, please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

Today — Workers Day 

2 May — Public Holiday; Eid al-Fitr and the ZS SOTA Activity Day 
4 May — The voting for the AGM motions closes at 23:59 CAT 

5 May — The closing date for Word Search and Club contest logs 

6 and 7 May — The Eta Aquarids Meteor Shower 

7 May - AWA AM Valve QSO Party and the Pretoria ARC Flea Market 
8 May — Mother’s Day and the AWA SSB Valve QSO Party 

10 May — The new SARL Council has its first meeting 

11 May — The Early Morning Coffee QSO Party 

13 May — The closing date for AWA logs 

15 May — The ZS3 QSO Party 


16 May - National BBQ Day and the closing date for Early Morning logs 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Thank you to the SARL Members who have already cast their votes for the 2022 

SARL AGM motions. If you have not voted, there is still time until 23:59 CAT 

on Wednesday 4 May 2022. Visit www.sarl.org.za/Web3/ElectronicVoting/Default.aspx 
and vote for the six motions. The process does not take you long. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday afternoon preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA, and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


